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Growing up my mother fought to educate herself. She graduated from college the same year I graduated from high
school. My brother and I were the only two students of color in our private elementary school. I didn’t get a chance to
fully unpack the effects of being one of two Black students in a school until we moved to Savannah, GA and I became
one of many in a predominately Black middle school. My high school was diverse, but I found that within my advanced
classes I was one of few Black student participants. It was troubling.
It wasn’t until I was in college at Vanderbilt University in Nashville, TN and tutoring elementary school students from
North Nashville, that I began to really see the disparities among our children as young as four and five years old. It was
then that I realized that the systems failing our students at an early age severely limited their access to advanced,
rigorous opportunities in high school and beyond.

BETTER OPTIONS

The experience I had in my childhood and upbringing serves as a catalyst for what we are building at Purpose Prep.
When I began creating the vision for this school, there were a few things that I knew would forever be constants in our
educational delivery system. First, it was very critical for me to create a school of excellence. Second, it was important
to me that the school we built was and continues to be reflective of the community we serve. North Nashville is a
predominately African-American community that, for years, was failed by the public school system.
When Purpose Prep was introduced, I wanted to build a school that eradicated all doubt that historically came with
Black children not being prepared for high academic rigor. We were there to make a difference and change the status
quo. And we’ve been doing exactly that since our doors opened five years ago. Purpose Prep is the outlier for the
North Nashville community. Now that we’re here, all elementary schools on this side of town aren’t failing. We have
been named in the top 5% of the schools across the state of Tennessee for two consecutive years. And during the
2018-19 school year, Purpose Prep outscored the district and the state of Tennessee in both Reading and Math by
more than 20 percentage points.

OUR SAUCE

People often ask what the secret sauce is here at Purpose Prep. It really comes down to the ingredients that we
already know create high-performing schools. We know that when you set high expectations for students, they rise to
the challenge. And when you support those expectations with rigorous curriculum, and highly-trained teachers who
care about our scholars and work diligently to support their success, you’re going to see scholars who are engaged in
their books and coursework and are eager to learn. When students come in the doors at Purpose Prep, they’re
acknowledged by their name. That’s validation that we respect who they are.

Because there are systems and structures that are intentionally designed to limit our children’s capabilities–particularly
Black children’s capabilities– we need individuals who are willing to fight against that. In order to truly internalize that
education is freedom we need to empower our children by interrogating those systems and then we must be willing
advocate on the frontlines with and for them. Our voices as leaders of color are uniquely positioned to do that.
My lens as a Black charter leader is unique because I understand very deeply the ways in which my community has been
marginalized in our nation. I believe that education is liberation. The knowledge and understanding of our shared history,
how to advocate for yourself, how to understand and analyze information enables one to be truly free in this country. In
order to create a more equitable ecosystem among charter schools, it’s critical for supporters to financially invest in
schools that are led by leaders of color. There is an increased impact that we have on our students –our shared cultural
and lived experience help us better empathize and understand our students– and it’s important that we are supported to
serve them well.

"I believe that education is liberation."

Purpose Prep
Location
Year Opened
Student enrollment
Grades served
Website

Nashville, TN
2013
366
K-4
www.purposeprep.org

Student Demographics

Black/African-American
Hispanic/Latino
Two or More Races

93%
1%
6%

Homeless Youth
At Risk Students
Students with Disabilities
ESL Students

0%
74%
6.5%
3.3%

www.chartercollab.org

